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Synopsis

History isn’t always made by great armies colliding or by great civilizations rising or falling.
Sometimes it's made when a chauffeur takes a wrong turn, a scientist forgets to clean up his lab, or
a drunken soldier gets a bit rowdy. That’s the kind of history you'll find in The Greatest Stories Never
Told.This is history candy -- the good stuff. Here are 100 tales to astonish, bewilder, and stupefy:
more than two thousand years of history filled with courage, cowardice, hope, triumph, sex, intrigue,
folly, humor, and ambition. It's a historical delight and a visual feast with hundreds of photographs,
drawings, and maps that bring each story to life. A new discovery waits on every page: stories that
changed the course of history and stories that affected what you had for breakfast this
morning.Consider:The Pilgrims landed on Plymouth Rock because they ran out of beerSome
Roman officials were so corrupt that they actually stole time itselfThree cigars changed the course
of the Civil WarThe Scottish kilt was invented by an EnglishmanBased on the popular Timelab
2000A® history minutes hosted by Sam Waterston on The History ChannelA®, this collection of
fascinating historical tidbits will have you shaking your head in wonder and disbelief. But they’re all

true. And you’ll soon find yourself telling them to your friends.
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Customer Reviews

I’'m an avid reader of history, as well as processing a degree in the subject. So imagine my surprise
when, after receiving this book from a friend of mine for Christmas, | read the erroneous account of

the Children’s Crusade of 1212. | had done research on this topic, so | was horrified to read the



completely inaccurate account of what occurred. Had the author not read any historical analysis on
the subject from the last 50 years? If he had, he would have realized that there were actually two
crusades - one consisting of mainly French people led by Stephen of Cloyes who, when told to turn
back by King Philip II, did so. That ended that crusade. The other one, led by a shepherd from
Germany named Nicholas, led a group across the Alps into Italy. Some left for home while others
continued on to Rome. It’s interesting to note that in Rome, many received dispensations from their
crusading vows because these "children" were either too old or because they were pregnant.
Perhaps until relatively recently, people believed in the Children’s Crusade because it represented a
morality play or because some historians gave too much credit to chronicles (like Chronica Albrici
monachi Trium Fontium) which were written long after the crusade supposedly occurred, rather than
relying on more contemporary sources. Nor did they realize that the latin word "pueri" used in the
chronicles can have several meanings (such as unmarried men rather than children).In the final
analysis, you just can’t rely on books like these to really teach you history. The best you can do is

read what they tell you and then try to verify it.
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